
                       Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6 December, 2022

Held at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present – George Peto (Chair), Ruth Appleby, Gemma Cook and Joanne Nichols
In Attendance—Martin Chilvers (Clerk), Gill Cowell (iNorthumberland – until 7.55), J. Hartshorne, Euan 
Pringle & Kevin Appleby
1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Mark Goddard & Andrew Shone
2. Declarations of interest – None were declared
3. Minutes of the last meeting – The minutes of the meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a 

true record and signed by the Chair.
4. Public Question Time – a) Cllr Riddle was unable to attend.
5. Opportunity for members of the public to raise matters:  Nothing was raised.
6. G. Cowell (iNorthumberland) broadband options – The Chair welcomed Gill Cowell. Gill initially provided 
details of the average current broadband speeds across Northumberland. She advised that Opereach Fibre 
First had plans to roll-out fibre broadband by 2026 in a large rural area that included Redesdale. Meantime a 
contract to supply North Northumberland has been awarded to GoFibre who are currently surveying the 
premises within the designated area that includes approximately 3,750 premises and a report is due in spring 
2023.
Gill Cowell spoke of the Gigabit Voucher project and advised it is expected to be announced an increase to the
value in rural areas to make the business more viable.
She highlighted that it is known that mobile coverage in Redesdale is often poor and inconsistent and whilst 
Borderlands Group are working to make improvements, Gill would be meeting with Openreach and promised 
to raise the matter.
Gill took questions and promised to make the slides available via the Clerk for anyone who wished to have a 
copy. Thanks were expressed for the presentation.
7. Matters arising
a) item 6a: Ray Windfarm update  :    The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. The Clerk advised that there 
was expected to be an announcement shortly of three new Directors appointed to the CIC board.
b) item 6b: Road safety in the Parish  :   The Clerk provided details of the email he had received from Peter 
Thompson on the proposed work. There was agreement that the proposed bollards looked good and would be 
suitable for along the main road in Otterburn. 
c) item 6c: Revitalising Redesdale update: The Clerk reported that had spoken to Bruce Wilkinson who had 
advised that he and Sue Manson (the two remaining Project Managers) would finish there roles on 22 
December. He was still seeking to get the work completed for the sections of the Otterburn trail requiring 
attention but admitted time was against him and that the Parish Council may have to look elsewhere for this 
work to be carried out. 
d) item 6d: Local Otterburn directory map  :   The Clerk advised he had not heard back from the artist on the 
query raised and as such had been unable to proceed this matter.
e) item 6e: Electric power supply, bug hotel and wild flower meadow in the Millennium Green: The Clerk 
advised he was waiting for one final quote and at that stage would be able to complete a grant application for 
funding the introduction of power into the Millennium Green. The Clerk also advised that Mr Mowatt would be 
scarifying the section of land very shortly so that that the wild-flower seed provided by Revitalising Redesdale 
could be scattered. The Chair advised he had been too busy in the last month to be able progress the bug 
hotel.
f) item 6f: Silhouette soldiers / 3D Police speed notices  :   Following discussion there was agreement to 
purchase two 4ft 10” silhouette soldiers from the British Legion for £175.00 each. There was discussion where 
these would be installed. There was also agreement not to go ahead with the purchase of the 3D Police Officer
speed cut outs.
g) item 6g: Speed indicator device fault: The Clerk reported that the company that had provided the unit had 
made changes and had returned the item. Whilst they are confident it would work this time there was 
agreement to make a full refund if it were to fail again. Cllr Goddard agreed to install when he had returned 
from his vacation.
h) item 6h: Northern Powergrid energy resilience grant funding: The Clerk advised he had received a query 
from Northern Powergrid regarding the grant application for the Memorial Hall, that he had answered. He was 
waiting to receive further information on whether the grant application had been successful. 
i) item 9a: Christmas decorations and festivities in the Millennium Green: Cllr Cook provided details of the 
plans for Christmas Eve. The Coach House and Le Petit Château had kindly agreed to donate mince pies, 
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mulled wine and soft drinks. These would be served at the back of St John’s Church at the end of the service 
(4.00pm) before Santa was due to visit at 5.00.  

8. Finance
a) Finance update and 2023/24 precept: The Clerk advised the current bank balance was £12,654.85 and 
provided details of the forecast to the end of the financial year. Following discussion the Councillors agreed to 
maintain the precept at the same level next of £6,582.
b) Clerk’s salary and expenses for November, 2022: The payments of £284.55 & expenses £15.45 were 
agreed.
c) Reimbursement to G. Peto for Millennium Green wildlife: The payment of £20.09 was agreed.
d) Payment of Remembrance wreath for the Otterburn school: The payment of £16.00 was agreed. 
The Clerk reported that he had also received an invoice for £40.00 for four room hire dates for the Parish 
Council meetings. This was agreed by all.

9. Planning
a) 22/04245/LBC: Listed building consent for internal and external alterations (including partial demolition) to 
two existing dwellings at Old Town Farm & conversion of two agricultural barns to two residential dwellings: 
Old  Town Farm, Otterburn, NE19 1JZ – The application was agreed by all Councillors.

10. New Business
a) NCC trees: The Clerk advised Cllr Goddard had collected these from Hexham and that they would be 
shared between the Millennium Green and the triangle of land outside the play area. 
b) Town, Parish & Community Council Conferences: The Councillors advised that they were unavailable to 
attend the conferences on the dates provided.  
c) NCC cost of living support: The Clerk shared the details of the support provided by NCC and advised these 
could be found on the Parish Council website.
d) Jointly owned lawn mower with St John’s Church: The Chair reported that he had spoken to representatives 
of the church who were in agreement that the cost of the proposed repairs for the ride-on mower were not 
viable given the initial cost and age of the machine. He advised that as yet no decision had been made as to 
what the church were going to do for grass cutting in the graveyard. 

10. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
a) Cllr Nichols reported that the flashing warning light for the school had once again been twisted by the wind 
into the wrong direction. It was agreed the Clerk would contact NCC for repair or replacement to stop this 
repeatedly happening.  
b) Cllr Nicholls highlighted that NCC had not as yet worked on the footpath that run alongside Snaiths depot 
where it had become overgrown and much narrower than it originally was. 
c) The Chair asked if the gritters could extend their route to include up to Hopefoot as he had seen a number 
of vehicles sliding on the road in recent days. 
d) Mr Pringle highlighted that the B6320 at Brownchesters had badly flooded again in the heavy rains. The 
Clerk reported that Colin Hall from Environmental Agency had seen it flooded on 17 November and would look 
to work with NCC to make changes to avoid future flooding.
e) Cllr Cook asked as to what the outcome of the planning application was for Barnowl Lodge at Otterburn Hall
Estate as there was a lot of noise and bright lights coming from it.

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council to be held at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday 7 February, 2022 at Otterburn Memorial Hall.
Meeting closed at 8.45pm.
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